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Kamigamo

Long ago lived a god named Takesumi-no-mikoto who had a daughter called Tamayori-hime. One day
while she was playing by a river, a red arrow flew by. She picked it up, took it home and stuck it in the roof.
Mysteriously enough, after that she became pregnant and gave birth to a baby boy. She was baffled by this
turn of events, but raised the boy as her own child. She wanted to find out who the boy’s father was so when
the boy finally reached the age of three years, she gave him a cup of sake at a local festival just as the party
was in full swing and told him to give the cup to his father. The boy placed the cup in front of the red arrow
and said, ‘T am the child of a god of heaven.” All of a sudden, the child turned into a thunder god and rose up
into the sky. The god returned to earth and is now known as Kamigamo-wakeikazuchi-no-kami.

On the other hand, at Shimogamo resides the goddess of Mioya-no-kami, the Tamayori-hime princess.
The arrow painted red is a child of Sosano-no-mikoto, a transformed figure of a god called O-ana-muchi. This
arrow also ascended to the sky as a thunder god when Wakeikazuchi-no-kami went up to the sky in the shape
of the thunder god. This is the current Matsuno-o-daimyojin. Among the many ceremonies to celebrate gods
of Kamo-jinja shrine, a horse race is held on the 5" of May, a sacred and precious event popular with many
spectators and worth seeing.

In the horse race / cheered by everyone as the most popular / the man rides on a
horse without fear of defeat

Like rules / nothing is more exciting than breaking through the fence / and
startling the crowd at the horse race

Translated by Larry Walker
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