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Uji

Uji is located in the south east of the capital. People told me there are numerous sights in Uji, but
I was yet ignorant of them. It was in the middle of the night when we departed Fushimi on a boat, so there
were few passengers on it. We passed Kohata, and prayed to Amida in Gokanosho. This Amida is called
“Mida-Jiro,” because it was caught in the net that was cast by a fisherman called Jiro. We arrived at the Uji
bridge. This is the largest river in the western country. This is the place where two samurai-warriors of the
ancient times competed for crossing the river first to reach the enemy line. The story is well-known, so I won’
t repeat it here.

First of all, tea has many virtues such as promoting companionship with others, helping people to
stay awake, and making people feel fresh. “Mei,” meaning old leaves, and “Cha,” meaning young sprout, refer
to the same thing, but its name changes according to the harvest time, earlier or later. It happens as well that
a variety of herbs change their names according to the harvest time. There are seven tea fields that have been
called “Shichi Meien” since early times. These places are written in this poem:

Mori Iwai, Umoji Kawashimo Okunoyama
Asahi at the foot of mountain, playing the Biwa

It is wrong to make a compliment, saying “Iki ga yoi (It is a good scent)” after we drink tea. ‘Iki’
means a scent of tea before we drink it. I heard that a renowned master of the tea ceremony said that the
scent of tea after drinking it up is named “enka.” However, when I asked about this to the people who often
drink tea, I found that they call the scent after drinking tea “iki” these days. Therefore, it would be better to
avoid saying that the scent is “enka” with a proud smile. Rather, we had better call the scent as “iki,” as other
people do, while bearing in mind the truth that “iki” is a wrong term. Then if I am asked about this, I would
like to tell the truth. It is important to have the mind like this to all the things.

Hashihime (the princess of the bridge) is a shrine that is located near the approach to the Uji bridge.
Rikyu (the detached shrine), located north from the bridge, is Sumiyoshi-myojin. It is said that Sumiyoshi-
my0jin visits the goddess Hasihime every night.

From Kokin Anthology, vol. 14
Laying out sleeves for sleeping alone in a narrow mat
Princess Bridge of Uji, feeling lonely, is waiting for me tonight too

Sir Fujiwara Yorimichi of Uji, the chief adviser to the Emperor, built Byodoin Temple. The monk Eshinsozu
preached in this temple. In a poem in the theme ‘Miscellanea’ in Kinyo Anthology, Chushihoshi, after residing
in Byodoin Temple as its master, wrote:

As the dust sunk in the bottom of Uji river, my body remains in Uji
however, I still miss Mount Hiei where clouds hang over

Ohginoshiba is the place where Yorimasa committed suicide.

From The Tale of the Heike, vol. 4
My aged body, as well as buried wood, did not bloom under the sun
so I am disconsolate about what I am now

On Mt. Asahi, from Shin Kokin Anthology, vol. 5
Though the foot of Mt. Asahi is enveloped in mist



its crest towers over the clouds
By Gon Dainagon Kinzane

On Kojimagasaki, from Shoku Kokin Anthology, vol. 2
The Japanese yellow rose in Kojimagasaki blooms beautifully
it is wreathed into a garland that is worn by the people in Uji
By Fujiwara Mitsutoshi

On Yamabukinose, from Shin Shui Anthology, vol. 3
Fallen flowers of the Japanese yellow rose in late spring are floating in the
watersplash of Yamabuki
a boatman of Uji river sticks the pole in the surface of the river
By Saionji Nyudo

It is said that fire flies flying over the Uji river are spirits of the dead who were lost in the battle of
Jisho. Kousho Temple was recently rebuilt. The scenery on the way there has a fantastic atmosphere, and the
higher we climb the mountain, the better landscape we can see. Last year, I was asked to recite Haiku in a tea
ceremony where flowers of Kobushi were arranged. I recited:

The flower and the tea in this place / are fitted perfectly, / as a hawk,
getting used to the fist, stays on it

(Kobushi also means fist and hawks claw (takanotsume) is another
name of high quality tea.)

Haiku on Makinoshima

Because I got drunk / under the cherry trees in full bloom, / I blathered
and complained here in Makinoshima

Translated by Naoki Otani
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