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Arashiyama (Windy Hill)

The cherry trees of this mountain were transplanted by the Retired Emperor Go-saga from Yoshino.
Therefore the God Komori and the Goddess Katte of Yoshino show themselves in this place.

From Goshiii Anthology, vol. 6, theme ‘Winter’
By Emperor Shirakawa
Oigawa, visiting this venerable river
I see maple leaves strewn by the winds of Arashiyama

From Shoku Kokin Anthology, vol.18, theme ‘Miscellanea’
at Sendo Palace of the Retired Emperor Kameyama
By the Retired Emperor Go-Saga
I may or may not own Arashiyama
there falls the water as freely as it can

Kameyama is the site of the palace of the Retired Emperor Kameyama. Likewise, there once was a
castle in Arashiyama, and you can still see the remains of its stone foundation. I yearn for the brave past as
a descendant of the ancient lord of the very castle. Now the old sword was replaced by a kitchen knife, I am
getting rusty myself and have no chance of showing valour. No longer a samurai, no relations care for me,
and I have gone under hardships with debts. As the plum blossoms of yesterday with spear-shaped branches
have fallen away, I have no choice today but to grovel in the dust, like holding an awl instead of a spear, and
drilling holes on sheets of paper for binding light reading books. Lowering my body like a monkey failing
to hide itself from the strong winds in Arashiyama, I only keep my mind high up in the air and try to move
freely. But like a bird with no wings, I just watch my friends soaring high in a serene sky. I envy them, and
that makes me feel forlorn.

Attract and bring here / the cherry blossoms of other places with your gale, /
Arashiyama
Translated by Yuko Noguchi
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